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The True Story of the Puritan Pilgrims at Plymouth

Some recently discovered letters have revealed that at the first Thanksgiving, the proud, pious Pilgrims at Plymouth ate prime Possum, not turkey as widely believed.  The reason, of course, is very simple.  The Pilgrims had been farmers and shop keepers in England.  They were not expert sharpshooters and skilled woodsmen, two traits necessary to stalk and shoot the wild and very elusive turkey. On the other hand, the primitive Possum, a marsupial and distant relative of the kangaroo, was there for the taking as he plodded slowly along primitive paths or as he perched precariously in low persimmon trees.

You can be sure that at the first Thanksgiving those poor, but proud, Puritan Protestants at Plymouth did not have a pot luck picnic on the partially paved patio.  Instead they proudly piled their priceless pewter platters high with plenty of prime Possum, pecan pie, persimmon pudding, pickled peppers, pitted prunes, pots of pure plum pudding, pretty plump potatoes and pumpkin pie.  As the pious Pilgrims of Plymouth promptly plopped their platters on the perfectly polished pine plank tables, they first uttered that famous blessing:  “Praise the Lord and pass the Possum.”

Later, as the fall celebration became famous, the pompous Pilgrims realized that they needed a more glamorous main dish than the lowly Possum.  The Pilgrims could not raise Possums commercially, for the prudish Possums had refused to procreate before the piercing eyes of the prurient Pilgrims.  The captured turkeys, however, would breed at any time or place.  Therefore the Pilgrims, with an eye to future profits, quickly settled on the turkey as the main dish for Thanksgiving.  
The noble Possum was then replaced by a flying fowl and forgotten.
The Development of America as a Great Nation


As the early pioneers spread out across America, they often feasted on Possum.  This humble meal often saved many a settler from starvation.  The development of America as a great nation was possible only because Possums were everywhere and easily caught or trapped.  The story changed, however, when pioneers crossed the Mississippi and started across the hot, dry plains.


Tragedy and starvation struck many of the western pioneers as they crossed the great plains on their way to California and Oregon.  They had become accustomed to a plentiful supply of Possum in the lands east of the Mississippi, and they expected this to continue to the west coast.  The Possum, however, had declined to populate the treeless plains, leaving them to the gopher and prairie dog.  Many of the more sensible pioneers turned around and headed eastward, believing that a land without Possums was not fit for people either.  They returned to the Promised Land where divine Providence had provided plenty of Possum.  Thus the less sensible settlers populated California and the west coast.  That is still obvious from the actions of their strange descendants.

The Inspiring Message of President Franklin D. Roosevelt


During the Great Depression of the 1930’s, President Roosevelt realized that he needed a great idea to lift the spirits of the people.  He knew that until he had a noble theme, the country would remain in a depressed condition.  After weeks of research and meditation he created that famous phrase “I’ll put a Possum in every Pot.”  When the people pondered the deep philosophical meaning of that promise, they realized that things could not get any worse.  With a Possum once or twice a week in the family pot, the people were inspired to work harder, for things could only get better.  Thus the Possum both fed and inspired America.


Years later after the Depression ended, Roosevelt’s public relations staff sought to improve the image of his famous phrase.  “A chicken in every pot” sounded better to them and this version made its way into the history books.  Once again the noble Possum was replaced by a feathered fowl that would breed at any time or place, providing great profit to farmers.

Origin of the name

Some writers refer to this noble creature as the “opossum.”  The original name used by the Indians and early settlers was “possum.”  To honor this animal that fed many a hungry hunter and traveler, some one wrote a ballad that included the line “Oh, Possum, the delight of my supper.”  In their haste to transcribe the oral tradition, some one wrote “opossum” and this word mistakenly found its way into dictionaries.  The Australians, with over 40 species of this marsupial, correctly refer to it as “possum.”

Betty O’Harrell, a resident of Mililani, Hawaii, claims that the possum, a native of Ireland, probably had migrated from Ireland on one of the Pilgrim’s ships.  The creatures were originally identified there as the “O’possums.”  The Pilgrims later Americanized the name to “Opossums.”
Give to Possum Tunnels


Help save our Possums!  Send a contribution to the Prime Possum Tunnel Fund.  Funds will be used to insert 8 inch pipes under all highways at known Possum crossings.  Possums will be encouraged to use the tunnels to cross the roads safely.  The ends of the pipes will be sprayed with possum pheromones to lure passionate Possums to their mates. Don’t delay.  Send money now and have a Possum Tunnel named after you.

Possum Pitching Contest


At your next picnic, have a Possum Pitching Contest.  Award prizes for the longest throw of a Possum, and for the highest tossed Possum.  A team should be disqualified if the catcher drops the Possum.

Be a Possum Spotter!


We have many part-time positions available for Possum Spotters.  They call in on their CB radios to report locations to our Possum Pickers Patrol who make prompt pick-ups.  The Charlotte Traffic Patrol provides news of road conditions during rush hours to the local radio stations.  Their most important work, however, is spotting Possums, for this is what pays most of their salaries.  We proudly proclaim to have the freshest Possums in town because of our skilled staff of sharp-eyed Spotters.

Possum Tail Toupees


Dress up your Pet Possum and give him a more lovable appearance with a tail cover toupee.  The all natural toupees come in several styles, such as cat, collie, beagle, fox, and raccoon to give your pet the right image.  Each toupee comes with a tube of glue, so there are no screws or staples needed to make a permanent attachment.  Your Possum will feel prouder and warmer.  No one likes to go around with his tail uncovered.

Possum Callers


Pucker up and give a few piercing blows on a Possum Caller whistle and watch the Possums come running out of the woods.  Our Callers exactly duplicate the mating calls of passionate Possums, a sound so high pitched that human ears cannot hear it.  You’ll have to see it in action to believe it.

Holiday Dinner

Perhaps we'll prepare possum for persons present at our pagan potluck party (or more possibly we'll prepare peppers & chili)...perfect!  (From Lynda Hollar, December 12, 2014.)
Cooking Possum at Home


People often ask: “how long do I cook a possum?”


The answer is:  “until the tire tracks disappear.”

(From Leonard Smith, 2012)
POSSUM PROJECT PAYS OFF

N. C. STATE UNIVERSITY, RALEIGH, N. C.


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


The Department of Animal Genetics at North Carolina State University in Raleigh proudly announces the successful breeding of giant possums as large as a 600 pound pig.  The genetic research was funded by grants from Possum Palace Restaurants International with additional funding from The Bill and Gloria Fisher Foundation.  (Mr. Fisher is an alumnus of the University.)  The U. S. Patent Office has granted a patent for the “Super Possum” and the name is now a registered trademark.


The idea for this research came about when archeologists in Australia unearthed the fossils of giant marsupials, a family that includes the Possum.  These ancient creatures, the mega-marsupials, evolved when Australia had a tropical climate over all of its land.  As the climate became drier and as food supplies shrank over millions of years, all marsupials on the continent gradually became smaller as they adapted.  The Possum is the only marsupial that has survived in the Americas since Australia and South America split apart some 60 million years ago.


The brilliant break through in genetic science was achieved when an NCSU scientist was able to breed a native American Possum (Didelphis virginiana) with its Australian cousins.  With dozens of varieties of Possums available in Australia, such as the bushy tailed Possum and the ring tailed Possum, the scientists had an incredible pool of genes for their work.


When asked how they had managed the brilliant insight into exactly which varieties of Possums to breed, NCSU had no comment and murmured something about professional secrets.  It is rumored, however, that Divine Providence is responsible for the Super Possum.  The pens that housed the breeding Possums were struck by lightning one night in July two years ago and partially destroyed.  The Possums were jolted and temporarily stunned.  When they recovered, they plodded out of their pens and got drunk on a supply of over ripe watermelons.  A mad mating frenzy then followed.  As a result the exact ancestry of the Super Possums is unknown.  The giant porker-size offspring of this lucky accident have bred true for several generations, thus assuring a plentiful supply of prime meat for the Possum Palace Restaurants.


It has been noted that Super Possums will eat anything, whether vegetable, insect, or animal.  This highly desirable trait will make Possum Ranches popular in any country that has a shortage of meat in the diet.  The licensing of Possum Ranches in Third World Countries could be a key factor in world peace.


Scientists caution that Super Possums will not be released into the wild, for they could create havoc on the highways as Fords, Peugeots, Pintos, Plymouths, Pontiacs, Porsches, Ugos, and pickups piled into 600 pound Possums at night.  Owners of auto body repair shops may protest this decision.


“Possum Pickins” are expected to become popular at political rallies of all parties, for Possums profess no political preferences and have never been associated with any party, no matter how radical.


Prime Possum will likely become the main dish at religious revivals and camp meetings.  One minister has declared that it is indeed a modern day miracle that a single Possum can now feed the multitudes.  Preachers are expected to stand in line in order to proclaim that proud Puritan blessing “Praise the Lord and pass the Possum.”


The Possum Palace international chain of restaurants expects to become the world leader in fine cuisine that will be based on the Super Possum.  Its theme song, “I’ve Got Plenty of Possum,” is fast becoming an international hit.


Copyright © 1986-2014 Ronald W. Dickson, Mooresville, NC 28117-7352.  (704) 664-4157
Rex O. Possum enjoying his first Moon Pie in 1985
At the Moon Pie Patio Picnic 
At Burroughs Offices
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This picture was enlarged to 20” x 30” and hung in the office.
The Possum as Inspiration for Cartoons

Karen Carpenter, Tundra Comics
karen@tundracomics.com
907-841-2012

Tundra, PO Box 871354, Wasilla AK 99687
The artist for Tundra Comics heard that the possum often “plays dead” to confuse predators.  That idea inspired this cartoon.
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From the comic pages of the Honolulu Star-Advertiser on Sunday, December 9, 2012.

Too bad that the artist was not aware of the Possum Palace Café.

The bony carcass in the cartoon is not “fresh roadkill.”  It had been lying around for several days, according to all the protruding bones. 
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The Honolulu Star Advertiser, November 1, 2015

Warning:  these cans may explode if left on the shelf too long!!!
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These T-shirts became very valuable collector’s items in the 1980’s.
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Southern Fried Possum Sweet and Sour Possum
McPossum with Cheese Possum Wellington
(In the Boot)

McPLT

(Possum, Lettuce, Tomato)  gegtyccine al Possumo
PO Jabiieye Possum Enchilada
Blackened Possum ; .

(Aged on Asphalt) Refried Possu
Possum on Half Shell Possum Mousse

(Ford Hub Cap) (Combination Platter)
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“You can play dead all you want. We’re still going to see my parents.”
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Immigration officials catch stowaway critter

Star-Advertiser staff

An undocumented alien
was captured Thursday out-
side the Honolulu immigra-
tion office.

Only this was the four-
footed kind. Specifically, an
opossum.

It is unclear why a young
marsupial was outside the
U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement building,
595 Ala Moana Blvd., near
Piers 1 and 2.

But opossums are known
to hitchhike in cargo con-
tainers, and there are plenty
in the area.

The marsupial was seen
running loose, then crawl-
ing into the engine compart-
ment of a Dodge Avenger,
which appeared to have
been parked there for some
time, said Keevin Minami, a.

i

COURTESY HAWAII DEPARTMENT
OF AGRICULTURE

Quarantine inspectors
caught this opossum
Thursday behind the U.S.
immigration office on Ala
Moana Boulevard.

land vertebrate specialist at
the Department of Agricul-
ture’s Plant Quarantine
Branch.

“The most funny part was
it was at immigration,” he
said.

Immigration officials
called quarantine inspectors
to capture the opossum at 8
a.m. outside the U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs En-
forcement building.

Opossums are native to
North America and are om-
nivorous, eating insects,
eggs, rodents, fruit and veg-
etables. They are less likely
to carry rabies than other
mammals but are carriers of
parasites and other dis-
eases, the Agriculture De-
partment said in a news
release.

The opossum was given a
rabies test as a precaution,

and the quarantine branch
is awaiting the results of the
test, which was sent to
Kansas, Minami said.

This was not the first of its
kind to arrive in Honolulu.

In July 2012 an opossum
was caught in a cat trap at a
Sand Island warehouse, and
in August 2011 one was
found in a shipping con-
tainer being unloaded in the
Ward Center area.

In 2005 one was discov-
ered in a military cargo
plane at Hickam Air Force
Base. Another was found the
same year in the mail receiv-
ing area at the U.S. Postal
Service facility at Honolulu
Airport.

Anyone who sees or.
knows of illegal animals is
encouraged to call the
state’s pest hotline at

643-PEST (7378).




From Reader’s Digest, March, 2017


Do you know what a baby possum is called? If not, you have come to the right place! We found the following word(s) to describe a baby possum:  joey 
Do you want to use it in a sentence? If so, next time you see a baby possum, you could say, "Aww, look at that cute little joey."
Evolution

New mammals 

All living mammals are divided into three main branches. Platy pusses, which still lay eggs, belong to the oldest; their ancestors split off from those of other living mammals roughly 170 million years ago. 

Millions of years later, the other branch split. One lineage produced the marsupials, such as kangaroos and opossums, which finish development in a pouch. 

The other lineage, our own, makes up the vast majority of living mammal species. Placental mammals all develop inside a uterus, drawing blood from their mothers. 

Some of the newly discovered mammal fossils belong to these three-groups. Others belong to branches no one knew about before. Of those, some diverged from the common ancestors of living mammals, but more primitive mammals split off even earlier.
Possum found at Honolulu Airport.


From “Gone with the Kudzu”, a comic book by Doug Marlette.  1995.
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Roadkill Funerals by the Rev. Will B. Dunn, created by Doug Marlette.
Possible Titles for Possum Preachers.

The Roadkill Rector

The Asphalt Angel

The Samaritan of Cement

The Parson of Possum

Reverend of Revolting

Master of the Cement Lament

The Rector of Roadkill

Shaman of Squish

Minister of Mush

Brown Stain Brahmin

Pastor of Pavement Putrescence

The Possum Update
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